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"Another problem is that passengers can be totally up in the air as to who he or she is actually 
chartering the aircraft from. The company that actually hires, trains, and controls the pilots may 
be completely different from the one that advertises the charter flight. These are issues that must 
be brought to the public light as charter and air taxi operations increase." 

Charles Finkel and his firm are pushing for legislation which would mandate that charter 
operators advise customers of at the very least the following: 1) The amount of liability coverage 
available; 2) The company which actually holds the FAA certification to operate the charter 
flight. 

"While I would like to see legislation that mandates insurance limits on charter flights 
commensurate to that of the airlines, that seems unlikely. The next best thing is to make certain 
that customers fully appreciate the risks before accepting the benefits which charter jets offer."  

* Charles M. Finkel is an attorney specializing in aviation law at Magaña, Cathcart & McCarthy 
in Los Angeles, California. A licensed pilot since 1968, Mr. Finkel holds Airline Transport and 
Flight Instructor Certificates, has authored numerous articles on aviation law, taught at California 
State University, Los Angeles, and has extensive experience in the litigation of major airline and 
general aviation crash cases.  
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